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8-1

Section 8

Uintah Basin Plan
Utah State Water Plan    

Water Funding Programs

Federal, state and local governments are all part of the water program funding process.

8.1  Introduction
This section describes the funding sources for

developing and conserving water resources in the

Uintah Basin.  Specific agency activities and

responsibilities are presented.  Funds for planning

studies, programs and project construction are

available from a number of federal, state and local

funding sources.  See Sections 3 and 8 in the State

Water Plan (1990) for additional information on

these programs.

8.2  Background
Funding of water development in this basin

began with the sweat equity of the pioneers.  Near

the beginning of the 20th century, the federal

government became involved in water development

with the construction of a dam on Strawberry River. 

Most of the water developed was for agriculture and

smaller amounts for municipal and industrial uses.  

The Bonneville Unit of the Central Utah Project

was initiated during the 1950s to bring water from

the Duchesne River in the Upper Colorado River

Basin to the Wasatch Front (Bonneville Basin).  The

cost of constructing the remaining facilities of the

Bonneville Unit of the Central Utah Project will be

shared among federal and various local entities.  The

Colorado River Salinity Program was  introduced to

reduce the salt loading from over-irrigation in the

Uintah Basin.  The cost for the project is cost-shared. 

State support is available for helping local project

sponsors when necessary.

8.3 State Funding Programs
Tables 8-1 and 8-2 show current funding

programs and the funding provided by state agencies

for water-related projects.  Funding can be grants and

loans and be provided by more than one agency. 

These programs can accelerate water resources

development by providing sufficient funds to

construct projects that are otherwise not affordable to

water suppliers.

8.4   Federal Water Funding Programs
Programs and historical expenditures of the

eight federal agencies that administer water project

funding programs are shown in Tables 8-3 and 8-4.

Table 8-5 shows expenditures on large federal

projects in the Uintah Basin by the U.S. Bureau of

Reclamation.

8.5  Local Water Funding Programs
The Central Utah Water Conservancy District is

primarily responsible for the administration,

operation and maintenance of the Central Utah

Project.  These responsibilities include the sale of

project water to cities, towns, communities and some

smaller water providers.  Because of its significant

involvement in the use and distribution of project

water, the district participates with water users

(primarily water retailers) to improve and/or expand

existing storage and distribution facilities.  Funding

is sometimes provided to other agencies to provide

facilities for CUP purposes and are subject to

approval by the district’s board of directors.

A number of water districts provide funding for

projects within their respective boundaries.  Private

financial institutions may fund water projects when

sponsors have adequate repayment ability and

bonding capacity.  �
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Table 8-4

Federal Water Funding Expenditures

Funding Agency/Program   Grants  Loans
  Total

  Project
 Time
Period

Farm Services Agency
 Agriculture Conservation Program 226, 000 226,000 1993-97

Corps of Engineers
 Civil Works
 Emergency Activities
 Continuing Authorities

50,000
60,000

135,000

50,000
60,000

135,000

1984-97
1987-97
1987-97

Natural Resources Cons. Service
 Watershed Protect & Flood Prev.
 Resource Cons. & Development
 Emergency Watershed Program
 Salinity Control Program

1,370,000
900,000
372,000

41,062,000

1,370,000
900,000
372,000

65,634,000

1992-96
1992-96
1992-96
1992-97

Rural Utilities Service 14,262,500 17,400,200 31,662,700 1992-98

Table 8-5

Bureau of Reclamation Funding of Water Projects

Projects Year Completed Cost ($)

Strawberry Reservoir
Moon Lake
Vernal Unit
Jensen Unit
Bonneville Unit

1902
1938
1963
1980

in Progress

600,000
1,801,00

10,402,000a

62,576,000
1,238,645,000

a Does not include 12M for rehabilitation - completed in 1996


